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SUBJECT: ZEMETCHA UPDATE 

REF: (A) TOAID A-82; (B ) TOAID A-40 

1. THE REFERENCED AIRGRAMS DISCUSS THE RURAL WORK CAMPAIGN 
(ZEMETCHA), ITS ORGANIZATION AND ITS POSITION IN RURAL DEVELOP- 
MENT. THE FOLLOWING FACTS AND FIGURES ON THE ZEMETCHA WERE GIVEN 
TO FSL POL EMPLOYEE BY THE HEAD OF THE ZEMETCHA, MAJOR KIROS 
ALEMAYEHU, ON MAY 16: 

A. FIVE MONTHS INTO THE ZEMETCHA, SOME 59 "BATCHES" TOTALING 
49,000 STUDENTS HAVE BEEN DISPATCHED INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE. 

B. A TOTAL OF 850 ZEMATCHOCH HAVE RETURNED TO ADDIS. THIS 
ALLEGEDLY INCLUDES ALL RETURNEES, FOR WHATEVER REASONS. 

C. A TOTAL OF 60 ZEMATCHOCH HAVE DIED OR BEEN KILLED WITH 20 
OF THOSE 60 DEAD IN GOJJAM PROVINCE. 

D. FORTY ZEMATHCHOCH ARE CURRENTLY UNDER MEDICAL TREATMENT. 
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2. ACCORDING TO MAJOR KIROS, THE CAMPAIGN IS GENERALLY GOING WELL 
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IN SID AMO, ARUSSI, BALE AND GEMU GOFA PROVINCES AND NOT AS WELL 
IN THE REMAINING PROVINCES, PARTICULARLY IN THE NORTH. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE SAME SOURCE, THE "DIRG" INTENDS TO EXTEND 
STUDENTS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE FOR ONE MORE YEAR IF SUFFICIENT FUNDS 
CAN BE FOUND. KIROS WAS REPORTEDLY SKEPTICAL THAT SUFFICIENT 
ADDITIONAL MONEY COULD BE OBTAINED FROM FOREIGN DONORS BUT 
INDICATED THAT THE "DIRG" EXPECTED FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS FROM 
YUGOSLAVIA AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA. KIROS ALSO INDICATED THAT SOME 
ZF.MF.TCHA STATIONS HAVE SEVERE FOOD SHORTAGES AND THAT FOUR TRUCK 
LOADS OF FOOD WERE RECENTLY DISPATCHED TO BALE AND SID AMO PRO- 
VINCES TO ATTEMPT TO ALLEVIATE SHORTAGES THERE. 

4. EMBASSY CONTINUES TO RECEIVE PLETHORA OF REPORTS FROM VARIOUS 
PROVINCES. PARTICULARLY FROM GOJJAM AND THE JIMMA AREA IN KIFFA 
PROVINCE THAT ZEMATCHOCH HAVE BEEN CONSIDERABLY HARASSED, OR DONE 
A LOT OF HARASSING THEMSELVES WITH RESULT THAT IN SOME CASES THEY 
HAVE BEEN FORCED TO LEAVE. SOME HAVE BEEN KILLED AS RESULT OF 
OPPOSITION BY PEASANTS OR DISSIDENT GROUPS. 

COMMENT: REPORTS OF ZEMETCHA SUCCESSES DO NOT MAKE "HEADLINES," 

SO WE DO NOT HEAR MANY OF THESE. HOWEVER, THERE CLEARLY ARE MANY 
AREAS IN WHICH ZEMETCHA GOING INCREASINGLY WELL. ALONG WITH LAND 
REFORM THE ZEMETCHA IS "DIRG'S" MAJOR EFFORT TO EXTEND THE REVOLU- 
TION INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE AND "DIRG" HAS CONSIDERABLE STAKE, BOTH 
FINANCIAL AND POLITICAL, IN ITS SUCCESS. WE HAVE HEARD FROM MANY 
SOURCES THAT PURPOSE OF ZEMETCHA IS PARTIALY DIRECTED TOWARDS 
DEVELOPMENT AND PARTIALLY DESIGNED TO KEEP POLITICALLY ACTIVE 
STUDENTS OUT OF CAPITAL TO GIVE "DIRG" A GRACE PERIOD IN WHICH TO 
REORGANIZE THE GOVERNMENT. THE ZEMETCHA ITSELF HAS BECOME AN 
ISSUE FOR STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS, HOWEVER. AND IF ZEMATCHOCH ARE 
EXTENDED IN THE COUNTRYSIDE, STUDENT PROTESTS SEEM LIKELY TO 
INCREASE. 
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